Announcement for Participation
In Matchmaking Event
Outcome 2 “Access to Arts and Culture Improved”.
PA14 “Cultural Entrepreneurship, Heritage and Cooperation” Programme
EEA Grants 2014-2021
30.01-31.01.2019, Sofia

The Ministry of Culture invites representatives of the cultural sector in Bulgaria and the Donor States (Iceland, Liechtenstein and Norway) for participation in a matchmaking event for the establishment of work contacts and for preparation of partnership projects under “Cultural Entrepreneurship, Heritage and Cooperation” Programme (Outcome 2). 

The event will take place in Sofia on the 30th and the 31th of January, 2019 at the National Palace of Culture at 10:00 am. The work language is English. The event will have two parts. The first part is a general get together and information session. The second part is organized as speed dating. Detailed agenda will be announced prior to the event. The project ideas and the partnerships formed during the event must correspond to Outcome 2 (info about the Outcome is presented below). Two calls are planned in the Programme, and the first call for project proposals will be announced in February, 2019. 

Eligible candidates from Bulgaria for this matchmaking event are the following organizations:

1) Any non-commercial, public or private entity, and non-governmental organizations, established as a legal person in Bulgaria, including municipalities whose principal activity is in the cultural and creative sectors as defined in Regulation (EU) No 1295/2013 on the Creative Europe Programme.

Eligible candidate from the Donor States for this matchmaking event are the following organizations:
2) Any entity, public or private, commercial or non-commercial, and non-governmental organizations, established as a legal person in the Donor States, whose principal activity is in the cultural and creative sectors as defined in the Regulation (EU) NO1295/2013 on the Creative Europe Programme.




All interested organizations from Republic of Bulgaria shall fill a registration form for participation (Annex 1) and send it by 17.01.2019 via e-mail – pa14culture@mc.government.bg
All interested organizations from the Donor States shall fill an application form (Annex 2) and send it by 17.01.2019 via e-mail – pa14culture@mc.government.bg.
For more information about the participation of organizations from Bulgaria, please contact the following persons at the Ministry of Culture of Bulgaria: p.markov@mc.government.bg и p.panov@mc.government.bg

For more information about the participation of organizations from the Donor States, please contact the following person at the Arts Council of Norway: Thea.Breivik@kulturradet.no

∗The application/registration forms shall be submitted electronically, signed, scanned (in pdf) and also  in editable format (docx)!
The Ministry of Culture confirms via e-mail the reception of the application/registration form and assigns a registration number at the day of the reception. 
The Ministry of Culture approves or rejects the received application/registration form. The approval will be done through “the first come, first served” principle until the limit of the event is reached (120 people) and by taking into account the eligibility of the candidates for participation.
The approved organizations receive confirmation via e-mail within 5 days.
А list with the approved for participation organizations in Bulgarian and in English will be posted at https://www.eeagrants.bg/en/programs/culture.
Each organization from Republic of Bulgaria and the Donor States has the right to select up to two representatives for participation in the matchmaking event.



The organizations from the Donor States can apply for the maximum amount of 2000 (two thousand) euros. In correspondence to the maximum amount, the following expenditures within the maximum limits are considered eligible:
A) Daily allowance for representatives of organizations from the Donor States – 35 (thirty five) euros per day, per person.
B) Expenditures for accommodation of representatives of organizations from the Donor States in Bulgaria – 130 (hundred and thirty) euros per night, per person.
C) Expenditures of representatives of organizations from the Donor States for the purchasing of airplane tickets (go and return). The persons have the right to economy fare.  
D) Expenditures of representatives of organizations from the Donor States for internal transportation in Bulgaria. Taxi fare will not be reimbursed. The persons have the right to economy fare.  
E) Expenditures of representatives of organizations from the Donor States for internal transportation in the Donor States, between the cities. Taxi fare will not be reimbursed. The persons have the right to economy fare.  
Funding shall be given as reimbursement of already incurred documented costs. Applicants shall cover the expenditures from own funds and ask for reimbursement from the Ministry of Culture after participation in the event.
The request for reimbursement contains the following documents: 
[bookmark: _GoBack]1. Request for reimbursement including a short report (Annex 3) 
Copies of all expenditure justifying documents (invoices, board cards, tickets and etc.) shall be applied. The templates of the documentations are present at the EEA Grants internet site – https://www.eeagrants.bg/en/programs/culture.
The documents shall be submitted to the Ministry of Culture at pa14culture@mc.government.bg within 30 days after the closing of the matchmaking event. The Ministry of Culture will make the reimbursement in two weeks after completed template is received. 
Each organization from the Donor States has the right to receive funding for participation in one matchmaking event.

About the “Cultural Entrepreneurship, Heritage and Cooperation” 
The PA14 “Cultural Entrepreneurship, Heritage and Cooperation” Programme will support projects which aim to improve the conditions for representation of the artifacts at museums, galleries, libraries and chitalistha (unique Bulgarian community cetners) as well as projects that will digitize the cultural history of social, ethnic and cultural minorities, and groups. The improvement of access to culture is also among the aims of the Programme as projects that will generate new cultural content through organization of festivals, performances, traveling performances, exhibitions, cultural routes and others will be supported.   
The Programme can be found at https://www.eeagrants.bg/en/programs/culture
The Matchmaking event focuses on Outcome 2 “Access to Arts and Culture Improved”. The outcome focuses on the increased people's access to arts and culture, their engagement through various activities, the strengthening of the capacity of cultural players in ​developing audiences and on the transfer of knowledge between participants from Bulgaria and the Donor countries. 

The following project thematic areas will be eligible under the “Access to Arts and Culture Improved”:
- Arts (film, theater, dances, music, literature, visual arts, creative industries) culture and crafts to be presented to the public in their diversity;  
- Presentation of new cultural events and development of audiences to contribute to the multicultural dialogue at local and regional level.

A special focus will be put on developing art projects outside of the urban areas. For example, projects can have elements of exchange of arts, artistic knowledge and best practice between the countries. Furthermore, projects can involve artistic and creative events, festivals, performances, exhibitions and initiatives that will revive peripheral spaces, bring new life to smaller towns and villages and last but not least engage new audiences.

